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Choosing the right secondary school is an 

important step for you and your child. The 

aim is to find a school that suits your child’s 

abilities, interests and educational back-

ground. Equally important is a learning 

environment in which your child feels at 

ease and receives support.

This guide provides an overview of the 

schools in the city of Heilbronn. It explains 

the different types of school and lists the 

relevant schools and their specialisms. It 

also outlines possible educational path-

ways within the German school system. 

When making your decision, bear in mind 

that in Germany, every school-leaving 

qualification opens the door to a range of 

further education and training pathways.

We encourage you to use the information 

and advice offered by schools. If you would 

like support in your native language, the 

Parent Ambassadors (EMUs in German) are 

on hand to offer free support and will be 

happy to accompany you to your appoint-

ments. You can find more information on 

this on page 8 of this guide.

I hope you make a good decision and that 

your child gets off to a good start at their 

new school in Heilbronn!

Kind regards, 

 

 

Agnes Christner

Mayor of the City of Heilbronn

Dear Sir or Madam, dear parents,
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General Information
• 	 Enrolment: You must enrol your child directly at the school. You will need your child’s birth certificate,  

	 ID card/passport, proof of measles vaccination, and your own ID card/passport.

•	 Parents’ evening: At parents’ evenings, you will get to know your child’s teachers and receive important information.

•	 Holidays: The dates of school holidays are fixed. They must not be started earlier or extended. You can obtain the holiday timetable from  

	 your child’s school. Many schools offer holiday childcare; make sure you find out about this in good time. 

•	 Public holidays: In Germany, schools are closed on major Christian holidays such as Easter and Christmas. You can apply to the school  

	 for a day off for other important religious holidays.

•	 All-day schools: Unlike primary schools, not all secondary schools offer all-daysupervision. All technical intermediate secondary schools  

	 and comprehensive schools operate as all-day schools on at least three days a week. 

• 	 Primary school recommendation: At the start of the second term of Year 4, your child will receive a primary school recommendation.  

	 However, parents have the final decision regarding the school (other than academic secondary school). Even though the  

	 recommendation is not binding, you must submit it to the secondary school when you enrol. Special rules apply to admission to 

	 academic secondary schools. 

• 	 Homework: Many schools offer homework supervision. Help your child by making sure they do their homework.

• 	 Information events: All secondary schools offer sessions to help you get to know the school. Information is available from the primary  

	 schools and on the schools’ websites.

•	 Costs: In Germany, attendance at state schools is free of charge. There are always expenses for trips or special events. The school will let  

	 you know in good time.

•	 Illness: If your child is ill, you are obliged to notify the school. The school will tell you how to do this.

•	 Measles vaccination: Children must provide proof that they have been vaccinated against measles in order to be admitted to the school.  

	 If your child has not yet been vaccinated, the school will provide you with information on where you can arrange for them to be vaccinated.

•	 Materials: You can obtain information about the materials (school bags, exercise books, sportswear, etc.) from the school. The 

	 textbooks your child receives from school are on loan. Please ensure that these are not damaged and are returned at the end of the  

	 school year.

•	 Lunch: Many schools provide a canteen where pupils can get an affordable lunch. You can find further information on this on the pages  

	 for the respective school type.

•	 Compulsory schooling: All children in Germany must attend school. As parents or guardians, you are responsible for ensuring that your  

	 child fulfils this obligation. School trips, hiking days and physical education lessons are also part of this compulsory schooling.

•	 You don't speak much German? Volunteer interpreters are available for parent-teacher meetings; the school will arrange them for you.  

	 For further information, see page 8.

• 	Secondary schools: After Year 4 of primary school, children move on to schools at different levels.
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Diagram of the school system:  
No qualification without a pathway
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Different types of schools  
in brief
Each type of school offers teaching at different levels, which can lead to different school-leaving qualifications.
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Starting school with little or no 
knowledge of German:

Preparatory classes (VKL in German)

Are you new to Germany? Children who do not yet speak German at all, or who do not speak it well enough to 

follow lessons, attend what are known as preparatory classes, or VKL for short, for a period of time. Places on 

the VKL courses are allocated by the Clearing Office of the Department of Education, Culture and Sport. 

The Clearing Centre acts as an intermediary between those seeking school places and schools, facilitating 

placements in preparatory classes at primary and intermediate secondary schools, as well as in the pre-quali-

fication year for work and careers (VABO in German) at vocational schools for those without German language 

skills. 

The school placement service is used by immigrant families from the EU, as well as by refugee families and the 

legal guardians responsible for unaccompanied minor foreigners (UMAs in German). 

In primary education (ages 6 to 10), pupils are usually allocated a place at a school in the catchment area where 

they live.

In the VKL sector of intermediate secondary schools (ages 10 to 15), central student registration takes place 

once a month at the Dammrealschule in Heilbronn.  Following an admission interview and a review of the pu-

pils’ educational background, various tests in mathematics and English are conducted.

With the involvement of the clearing house, recommendations are then drawn up for various types of school 

(technical secondary school, intermediate secondary school, comprehensive school, academic secondary 

school) and pupils are placed in a suitable school.

In July, a central registration and testing process takes place at a vocational school for young people aged be-

tween 15 and 19 who are due to start the preparatory year for work and employment without German language 

skills (VABO). If you arrive in Heilbronn during the school year, school placements will be arranged through the 

Clearing Centre at the Heilbronn Education Office.

Stadt Heilbronn, Schul-, Kultur- und Sportamt (City of Heilbronn, Department of Education, Culture and Sport)

Büro für Kommunales Bildungsmanagement (Office for Local Education Management)

Marktplatz 11, 74072  Heilbronn

Telephone 07131 56-1226, E-mail: clearingstelle@heilbronn.de

Do you need help with parent-teacher meetings? 

The Parent Ambassadors (EMUs in German) will help you if there are language barriers and  

cultural communication difficulties at your school. They provide free interpreting and information services 

during meetings in all schools in Heilbronn, for example 

• during parent-teacher meetings and parents’ evenings,

• when enrolling in school and

• at information events.

If you need this support, please contact the teachers or the school administration. They will then book 

the parent ambassadors for you.

Further information: 
https://welcome.heilbronn.de/de/integration/ehrenamtliche-sprachmittlerinnen.html

mailto:clearingstelle@heilbronn.de
https://welcome.heilbronn.de/de/integration/ehrenamtliche-sprachmittlerinnen.html
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Special educational needs and 
counselling centres
These schools specialise in educating children with disabilities. They focus on different educational areas and  

offer not only specialised teaching but also specific therapy and support services.

Inclusion: 
Is your child entitled to special educational support? 
For advice, please contact the Inclusion Support Unit at the State Education Authority on the following 
telephone number: 07131 64377-16

Name Support focus What qualifications can be obtained here?

Gebrüder-Grimm-Schule Language Opportunity to transfer to a secondary 
school  

Neckartalschule Learning Opportunity to transfer to a cooperative class 
at a vocational school

Paul-Meyle-Schule Physical, motor and 
cognitive development

Opportunity to transfer to a cooperative class 
at a vocational school

Pestalozzischule Learning Opportunity to transfer to a cooperative class 
at a vocational school

Hermann-Herzog-Schule Visual impairment Secondary general school leaving certificate 
after Year 9 or 10 Opportunity to transfer to a 
cooperative class at a vocational school

Lindenparkschule with boarding 
facilities

Hearing and speech Secondary general school leaving certificate
Intermediate secondary school leaving 
certificate

Alice-Salomon-Schule Emotional and social 
development

Transitional school
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Primary schools (Grundschulen)
1 	 Albrecht-Dürer-Schule, Dürerstraße 1, 74078 Heilbronn-Neckargartach
2 	 Dammgrundschule, Dammstraße 14, 74076 Heilbronn
3 	� Deutschorden-Grundschule Kirchhausen, Gustav-Lohmiller-Straße 4,  

74078 Heilbronn-Kirchhausen
4 	� Elly-Heuss-Knapp-Grundschule, Pfaffenhofener Straße 7-11,  

74080 Heilbronn-Böckingen
5 	 Grundschule am Pfühlpark  

	 (�Gerhart-Hauptmann-Schule), Karlstraße 145, 74076 Heilbronn
6 	� Grundschule Alt-Böckingen, Ludwigsburger Straße 75,  

74080 Heilbronn-Böckingen
7 	� Grundschule Biberach, Bibersteige 9, 74078 Heilbronn-Biberach
8 	 �Grundschule Frankenbach, Würzburger Straße 38, 74078 Heilbronn-Frankenbach
9 	� Grundschule Horkheim, Hohenloher Straße 10, 74081 Heilbronn-Horkheim

10 	� Grundschule Klingenberg, Sonnenhalde 25, 74081 Heilbronn-Klingenberg
11 	� Grünewaldschule, Grünewaldstraße 16, 74080 Heilbronn-Böckingen
12 	 Ludwig-Pfau-Schule, Herbert-Hoover-Straße 1, 74074 Heilbronn 
13 	 Neue Innenstadtgrundschule Heilbronn, Karlstraße 104,74076 Heilbronn
14 	� Rosenauschule, Bergstraße 40, 74072 Heilbronn
15 	� Silcherschule, Lenaustraße 8, 74074 Heilbronn
16 	� Staufenbergschule, Staufenbergstraße 91, 74081 Heilbronn-Sontheim
17 	� Wartbergschule, Stielerstraße 20, 74076 Heilbronn
18 	� Wilhelm-Hauff-Schule, Charlottenstraße 62, 74074 Heilbronn

Technical secondary schools  
(Werkrealschulen)
19 	 Wartbergschule, Stielerstraße 20, 74076 Heilbronn
20 	 Wilhelm-Hauff-Schule, Charlottenstraße 62, 74074 Heilbronn

Comprehensive schools  
(Gemeinschaftsschulen)
21 	� Elly-Heuss-Knapp-Gemeinschaftsschule, Pfaffenhofener Straße 7-11,  

74080 Heilbronn-Böckingen
22 	 Fritz-Ulrich-Schule, Karlstraße 104, 74076 Heilbronn

Intermediate secondary schools (Realschulen)
23 	 Dammrealschule, Dammstraße 14, 74076 Heilbronn
24 	� Heinrich-von-Kleist-Realschule, Kastanienweg 17,  

74080 Heilbronn-Böckingen
25 	 Helene-Lange-Realschule, Weststraße 33, 74072 Heilbronn
26 	� Luise-Bronner-Realschule, Herbert-Hoover-Straße 1, 74074 Heilbronn
27 	 Mörike-Realschule, Max-von-Laue-Straße 7-9, 74081 Heilbronn-Sontheim

Academic secondary schools (Gymnasien)
28 	� Elly-Heuss-Knapp-Gymnasium, Kraichgauplatz 17,  

74080 Heilbronn-Böckingen
29 	� Justinus-Kerner-Gymnasium, Max-von-Laue-Straße 1-3,  

74081 Heilbronn-Sontheim
30 	 Mönchsee-Gymnasium, Karlstraße 44, 74072 Heilbronn
31 	 Robert-Mayer-Gymnasium, Bismarckstraße 10, 74072 Heilbronn
32 	� Theodor-Heuss-Gymnasium, Gymnasiumstraße 70, 74072 Heilbronn

Special Educational Needs and  
Counselling Centres (SENCC)
33 	 Gebrüder-Grimm-Schule, Schillerstraße 3-7, 74072 Heilbronn
34 	 Neckartalschule, Containerdorf, Dammstraße 14, 74076 Heilbronn
35 	 Paul-Meyle-Schule, Güldensteinstraße 32, 74081 Heilbronn-Sontheim
36 	 Pestalozzischule, Geschwister-Scholl-Straße 8, 74072 Heilbronn

Private schools (Privatschulen)
37 	 Freie Josef-Schwarz-Schule in freier Trägerschaft Phorms
	 Baden-Württemberg gGmbH, Erich-Mendelsohn-Straße 1, 74076 Heilbronn
38 	 Freie Waldorfschule, Max-von-Lauer-Straße 4, 74081 Heilbronn
39 	 Katholisches Freies Bildungszentrum St. Kilian Heilbron
	 John-F.-Kennedy-Straße 21, 74074 Heilbronn 
40 	 Realschule Monte Sole, Frankfurter Straße 81-85, 74072 Heilbronn 
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Technical secondary schools 
(Werkrealschulen)

Technical intermediate secondary schools provide a basic and extended general education, focusing on real-life 

situations and tasks.

Technical intermediate secondary schools offer the opportunity to obtain the secondary school leaving certif-

icate after Year 9.

Technical intermediate secondary schools are all-day schools with afternoon lessons on 3–4 days a week. They 

offer a wide range of extracurricular clubs and activities. Your child can eat lunch in the canteen.

Technical intermediate secondary schools have a strong vocational focus. Career guidance begins at an early 

stage.

Transition: Vocational college (full-time vocational school)

Schools:

Name Focal points Full-day Canteen

Wartbergschule Practical and career guidance  Mon – Fri until 4.30 pm Yes

Wilhelm-Hauff 
School

Practical focus and sports programme Mon, Tue, Thu until 3.30 pm Yes

Secondary general school leaving certificate
Year 9

Years 5–9
Lessons at a basic level
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Intermediate secondary schools 
(Realschulen)

Transition: Vocational college 
(full-time vocational school)

Transition: Vocational academic secondary school 

Intermediate secondary schools are the tried-and-tested type of school for obtaining an intermediate secondary 

school leaving certificate. It is also possible to leave intermediate secondary schools with a secondary general 

school leaving certificate. The intermediate secondary school leaving certificate provides a solid foundation for 

a vocational apprenticeship as well as for further education pathways such as vocational academic secondary 

school. Lessons take place in class groups. Performance is assessed, among other things, through graded 

class tests, school reports with grades, and, from Year 6 onwards, decisions on whether pupils will progress to 

the next year.

Schools:

Name Focal points Full-day Canteen

Dammrealschule Music programme and media studies Extracurricular activities No

Heinrich-von- 
Kleist-Realschule

Bilingual classes, sports programme Extracurricular activities,  
open sessions

No

Helene-Lange- 
Realschule

Arts and Culture, STEM programme Extracurricular activities No

Luise-Bronner- 
Realschule

Learning naturally, exercise / sport Years 5 and 6:  
Mon – Thu until 3.20 pm

Yes

Mörike-Realschule Bilingual classes, STEM programme Mon, Tue, Thur until  
3.40 pm,  
Wed, Fri until 12.20 pm

Yes

Years 7– 9: Secondary level Years 7– 9 – Basic level

Secondary general school leaving 
certificate

Year 10

Intermediate secondary school leaving certificate

Orientation stage – secondary level   
Years 5 and 6 (no repeating a year)
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Comprehensive schools 
(Gemeinschaftsschulen)

Comprehensive schools are high-achieving schools that challenge and support children and young people with 

different abilities in mixed-ability learning groups. Teaching at comprehensive schools follows the educational 

standards of secondary general schools, intermediate secondary schools and academic secondary schools.

This makes it possible to teach different subjects at different levels.  

The same final exams are held at comprehensive schools as at general education schools. Provided the rele-

vant criteria are met, pupils may transfer to the upper school of a comprehensive school, a general education 

school or a vocational academic secondary school. Verbal feedback on assessments of learning objectives, as 

well as regular coaching and learning progress discussions, replace grades. Learning progress reports replace 

traditional school reports. No one is held back a year at comprehensive schools. Comprehensive schools are 

compulsory all-day schools. Lessons and practical sessions take place at school.

Schools:

Name Focal points Full-day Canteen

Elly-Heuss-Knapp-  
Gemeinschaftsschule

Sports programme Mon, Tue, Thu until 3.30 pm Yes

Fritz-Ulrich- 
Schule

Theatre programme Mon, Tue, Thu until 4 pm
Wed, Fri until 12.35 pm/1.20 
pm

Yes

Secondary general school certificate 
after Year 9

Years 5–10
Basic, Secondary and advanced levels

Children can be taught at different levels in various subjects 
(internal differentiation) 

 Intermediate secondary school leaving 
certificate after Year 10

Transition: general education/vocational 
academic secondary school 
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Academic secondary schools 
(Gymnasien)

General education academic secondary school lead to the German Abitur (general university entrance qual-

ification) after nine years, which entitles students to study at any higher education institution or university. 

Upon progression to Year 10, pupils are awarded the secondary general school leaving certificate; upon pro-

gression to Year 11, they are awarded the secondary school leaving certificate. General education academic 

secondary school  achieve these objectives through a wide-ranging curriculum that includes German, mathe-

matics, at least two foreign languages, social sciences, natural sciences, arts and music, and physical educa-

tion. Teaching, assessments and grading are carried out consistently and exclusively at the advanced level, 

known as the E-level. Pupils are expected to take a keen interest in school matters and to be highly motivated. 

A good command of German is essential for a successful school career.

Schools:

Name Focal points Full-day Can-
teen

Elly-Heuss-Knapp 
Gymnasium

Bilingual classes with English, natural sciences and 
languages
From Year 5: English
From Year 6: French 
From Year 8: Latin or Russian or NIT
(Natural Sciences, Computer Science, Technology)

Mon –Thu until 
3.30 pm

Yes

Justinus-Kerner- 
Gymnasium

Science and languages, art programme, orchestra 
class
From Year 5: English
From Year 6: French or Latin
From Year 8: Spanish or art programme or NIT 
(Natural Sciences, Computer Science, Technology)

Mon, Tue, Wed 
until 3.30 pm

Yes

Mönchsee- 
Gymnasium

Arts, science and languages programme
From Year 5: English
From Year 6: French or Latin
From Year 8: Spanish or Music or NIT (Natural 
Sciences, Computer Science, Technology)

Mon, Tue, Thu 
until 3.30 pm

Yes

Robert- 
Mayer-Gymnasium

Science and languages programme, gifted student 
programme
From Year 5: English
From Year 6: French or Latin
From Year 8: Italian or NIT 
(Natural Sciences, Computer Science, Technology)

Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 
until  
3.45 pm

Tue, 
Thu

Thedor-Heuss- 
Gymnasium

Classical languages, modern languages and natural 
sciences programme,
European academic secondary school (Gymnasium) 
From Year 5: English and Latin
From Year 8: French or Greek or NIT (Natural Sciences, 
Computer Science, Technology)
From Year 10: French is available (if NIT/Greek is 
chosen)

Mon – Fri until  
3.30 pm

Mon, 
Tue
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Private schools

Name Type of school Focal points Supervision times Canteen

Katholisches Freies 
Bildungszentrum  
St. Kilian 

Private academic 
secondary school with an 
intermediate secondary 
school 

Christian reformist 
educational approach 
(based on the Marchtaler 
Plan – an educational 
concept emphasising 
holistic learning, 
community, and 
personal responsibility)

Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 
until 4.10 pm
Wed until 2.00 pm
Fri until 2.35 pm

Yes

Josef-Schwarz- 
Schule

Private school offering a 
academic secondary 
school programme and an 
intermediate secondary 
school leaving certificate

Bilingual classes, with a 
focus on science, digital 
technology and interna-
tional studies 

Mon – Fri until
6.00 pm

Yes

Realschule Monte 
Sole

Intermdiate secondary 
school

Vocational profile, 
support workshops for 
mathematics and 
languages

Mon – Fri until 
4.20 pm

Yes

Waldorfcampus 
Heilbronn

Freie Waldorf School 
(primary and comprehen-
sive school programmes)

Waldorf educational 
profile

Mon – Fri until 
4.45 pm 

Tue, Thu
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Overview of  
vocational schools

Andreas-Schneider-Schule
Längelterstraße 106
74080 Heilbronn
www.ass-hn.com

Christiane-Herzog-Schule
Längelterstraße 106
74080 Heilbronn
www.chs-hn.de

Diakonisches Institut für Soziale Berufe
Vocational College for Geriatric Care
Fritz-Haber-Straße 34/1
74081 Heilbronn
www.diakonisches-institut.de

Fachschule für Landwirtschaft (Agricultural 
School)
Frankfurter Straße 67
74072 Heilbronn
https://heilbronn.landwirtschaft-bw.de/,Lde/
Home Page/Technical College and Training

Gustav-von-Schmoller-Schule
Commercial Vocational School
Frankfurter Straße 63
74072 Heilbronn
www.gvss-hn.net

Gustav-Werner-Schule (Vocational school)
Holzstraße 5
74072 Heilbronn
www.djhn.de/unsere-angebote/schulen/gustav- 
werner-schule

Johann-Jakob-Widmann-Schule
Technical Training College
Sichererstraße 17
74076 Heilbronn
www.jjws.de

Peter-Bruckmann-Schule
Vocational School for Domestic and Commercial 
Studies
Alfred-Finkbeiner-Straße 2
74072 Heilbronn
www.pbs-hn.de

Susanne Finkbeiner Schule (Vocational school)
Hans-Rießer-Straße 7 
74076 Heilbronn 
www.susanne-finkbeiner-schule.de

Wilhelm-Maybach-Schule
Technical Training College
Sichererstraße 17
74076 Heilbronn
www.wms-hn.de

https://www.ass-hn.com
https://www.wms-hn.de
https://www.susanne-finkbeiner-schule.de
https://www.pbs-hn.de
https://www.jjws.de
https://www.djhn.de/unsere-angebote/schulen/gustav-werner-schule
https://www.gvss-hn.net
https://www.diakonisches-institut.de
https://www.chs-hn.de
https://heilbronn.landwirtschaft-bw.de/,Lde/Home Page/Technical College and Training
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Useful addresses/contacts

City of Heilbronn 
Department of Education, Culture and Sport 
(Schul-, Kultur- und Sportamt)
Marktplatz 11
74072 Heilbronn
Telephone: 07131 56-2410
Fax: 07131 56-3196
E-mail: schulkultsport@heilbronn.de

Office for Local Education Management  
(Büro für Kommunales Bildungsmanagement)
Telephone: 07131 56-1226
E-mail: clearingstelle@heilbronn.de

City of Heilbronn 
Department for Family, Youth and Senior  
Citizens (Amt für Familie, Jugend und Senioren)
Advisory team for pregnancy, 
families and special circumstances
Wilhelmstraße 23
74072 Heilbronn

Contact details for the advice centre 
Wollhausstraße 20, 74072 Heilbronn
Telephone: 07131 56-2648
Fax:	 07131 56-3879
E-mail:	 bfe@heilbronn.de
Website:	 www.heilbronn.de

City of Heilbronn
Public Health Department (Gesundheitsamt)
Bahnhofstraße 2
74072 Heilbronn
Telephone: 07131 56-3540
Fax: 07131 56-3539
Website:	 www.heilbronn.de

Heilbronn Local Education Authority 
(Staatliches Schulamt Heilbronn)
Rollwagstraße 14
74072 Heilbronn
Telephone: 07131 64-37700
Fax: 07131 64-37720
Website:	

Heilbronn School Psychology Advisory  
Service (Schulpsychologische Beratungsstelle 
Heilbronn)
ZSL/Regional Office in Schwäbisch Gmünd
Cäcilienstraße 56 
74072 Heilbronn 
E-mail: poststelle.spbs-hn@zsl-rs-gd.kv.bwl.de
Telephone: 07131 64377-62
Fax: 07131 64377-60

mailto:schulkultsport@heilbronn.de
mailto:clearingstelle@heilbronn.de
mailto:bfe@heilbronn.de
https://www.heilbronn.de/startseite.html
https://www.heilbronn.de
https://www.schulamt-heilbronn.de
mailto:poststelle.spbs-hn@zsl-rs-gd.kv.bwl.de
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